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Vol. I, pp. 118 and 137). Miss Western attaches
great weight to Vellay's views ; but more recently
Dr. T. G. Pinches has disputed the motion of Vellay
about regarding Tummuz or Adonis as a martyr god
dying for the good of mankind. Rather his death
is due to u the evil influences of the spouse of Nergal,
the god of battle;, distress and unthnoly death"
(ERE, Vol. XII, p. 191).
It might also be noted, that the whole spirit of
the cult of Adonis was quite different frojji that of the
Grail legends. Weeping women and imprisoned
maidens do indetcl play a part in the latter ; but the
main feature consists of the knightly and manly
exploits 01 horocs like Perceval, Gawain and Arthur*
This spirit is very similar to that of Mithraism which
has been noted as a particularly virile religion ry
Cuinont and others. It is indeed remarkable how
clearly the Mihir Yasht presupposes the existence of
a Knightly order. In section 11 of that liturgy,
ilithra is described as one " whom the horsemen
worship on the back of their horses, begging swiftness
for their teams, health for their own bodies and that
they may watch with full success those who hate them,
smite down their foes and destroy at one stroke their
adversaries." On the other hand the Syrian cults
which came to Borne were dominated by goddesses
like Atargatis or Astarte and Dea Syria (Cumont,
Orientalisclien Religicneu, p, 120). Moreover, while
both Mithraism and the Grail Cult place the highest
Talue on continence and Knightly celibacy, the Syrian